
 

Biographical Information - Rev. Margaret “Meg” Hoversten 
 

1. Name:  Margaret “Meg” Eiben Hoversten (she/her/hers) – I prefer Pastor Meg or Pastor 
Hoversten depending on how formal others are, equality is my preference 

 
2. Current Position:  Solo pastor of a vibrant, open-country parish 

 
3. Congregation Membership:  Middle Coon Valley Lutheran Church 

 
4. Date/Year of Birth:  05/27/1967 

 
5. Date/Year of Ordination:  06/25/2002 

 
6. Previous Positions:   

a. Associate Pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Viroqua WI 
b. Solo Pastor of Kickapoo United of Soldiers Grove & Peace Lutheran of Readstown 
c. Internship at Holy Triune of North Minneapolis, MN 
d. Youth Director for Bethlehem Lutheran Church of Slater, IA 
e. Program Director of Riverside Bible Camp, Story City, IA 
f. Youth Director of First Lutheran Church of Alexandria, MN 

 
7. Education and Earned Degrees (with institutions and years, most recent first): 

Master of Divinity – Luther Seminary, May 2002 
Bachelor of Arts in Religion & Leisure Services with a minor in Communications from Wartburg 
College, May 1989 

 
8. Please list up to five (5) current or past synodical or Churchwide activities that would inform 

your service as Bishop of the La Crosse Area Synod.  
a. Dean of the South Conference – also sitting on synod council & executive committee  
b. Member and chair of the Professional Service Committee 
c. Organized and participated in Synod Associate Pastors Group 
d. Peru delegation participant & member of the Peru sub-committee 
e. Member of the Bishop Election Task Force in 2008 & 2020 (resigned after nomination) 

 
9. List of up to five (5) current or past community-related activities that would inform your 

service as Bishop of this Synod. 
a. Serving on Bethel Home & Services Board  

b. Chairing the Holiday Faire, the major fund-raising event for our children’s Waldorf 
School 

c. Organized and participated in the South Conference Prayer at the Fair booth  
d. Participated in Viroqua’s Pride Fair 

e. Supporter and volunteer with Viroqua Community Theater and Viroqua High School 
theater productions 

 
10. What gifts would you bring to the office of Bishop of this Synod (200 words maximum)? 

I bring my passion for pastoral care, collegiality and organization. I understand pastoral care as 
an opportunity to strengthen others in faith during challenging and joy-filled times in their life. 



 

Pastoral care is the extension of the church’s ministry out into the world and in the lives of 
individuals. I have also worked to foster relationships and understanding among my 
colleagues. I believe that while we cannot change someone else we do have influence on 
creating a welcoming environment, one that values hospitality and grace. Organization is also 
a strength, and I have found it extremely helpful when doing long-range planning. Planning 
ahead makes space for and encourages flexibility and creative thinking because it is one way 
to see the big picture and hold all the moving parts.  
 

 
11. What do you see as the principal challenge this Synod will face in the next six (6) years, and 

how would you address it (200 words maximum)? 
Who are we going to be in a post-pandemic world? How do we come out of this year learning 
what is important to us as individual congregations, as communities of faith and as 
colleagues? We should not slip back into the familiar but take what we have learned and build 
on that in creative ways for the future.  
 

Congregations and pastors need to take some time to grieve. Time needs to be spent to 
recognize those losses as well as state our fears going forward. We are on the cusp of some 
amazing, meaningful ministry that can speak to our current social climate without sacrificing 
our primary goal of fostering faith. In fact, the two are deeply connected. It is out of our 
understanding of the gospel and our strength in God’s great love for us in Christ, that we are 
called to extend the boundaries of welcome to all and to seek justice.  
 

I would begin by supporting congregations and pastors through grief and into assessing what 
God is calling us to be post-pandemic. It may mean letting go, it may mean adding or 
collaborating, but whatever it is – it will be the visual body of Christ in our midst. 

 
12. Describe your leadership style (200 words maximum). 

I am highly organized and efficient and appreciate committee meetings that have a clear 
purpose. I like to make tangible connections for people between their work and their faith. I 
like to lift up that the church is not just another organization that keeps people busy, but that 
it has a greater purpose of being Christ's representative on earth.  I am a capable leader and 
follower. I am also comfortable delegating to others without micromanaging. It does not 
upset me if things are not done exactly how I envision. Organization warms my heart and I am 
excellent on follow-through. If I don’t think I can get something done or have time to commit, 
I say no. I have been told my superpower is time-management; I am excellent at predicting 
how long something will take.   

 
13. What is the last book you read that had special significance for you?   

“Outliers,” by Malcolm Gladwell – Gladwell does an excellent job of sharing facts to challenge 
our common assumptions. In outliers he argues the assumptions of what makes a person 
outstanding. He argues that environment and other circumstances play a far larger role than 
simply grit and giftedness.  

 
14. What is your favorite movie and why?   

Captain Marvel – she is awesome! Not only is she a strong female superhero, she also lifts up 
how feelings are a positive attribute. She admits that she was wrong in her understanding of 
an entire group of people. She takes the time to thoughtfully listen and is therefore convinced 
that the right thing is to help “the enemy'' find a home. She becomes their greatest defender.  



 

 
15. What are your hobbies/interests?  

Walking. I like to walk alone while listening to podcasts or a book and I like to walk while 
chatting with my spouse or a friend. I also enjoy reading fiction, musical theater and listening 
to any group my family is performing with. 
 

16. What else would you like to share with us (100 words maximum)? 
I am honored to be nominated for consideration for bishop. It is my prayer that this process 
will guide our synod into considering what gifts we need in our bishop for the next six years. I 
have a deep love for our rural congregations and the ministry they do for our communities 
and bring my experience and passions to the conversation.  
 

The places that I find the most hope evident in our world is through our young adults. I have 
learned a great deal from the young adults that I am privileged to know. They have challenged 
me to better align what I confess as a Christian with how I interact in the world.  
 
 

 


