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Seeing Jesus, Alive and Loving 
 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so 
that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.     (James 1:17-18) 

 
O soul, are you weary and troubled? No light in the darkness you see? 
There’s light for a look at the Savior, and life more abundant and free! 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus; look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace. 

        (Helen H. Lemmel) 

 
Our world continues with wars and 
rumors of war. Regions of the earth 
are drought filled and starvation 
continues. Our communities have 
been divided by a recall election, 
political rhetoric, blaming and 
shaming. Our minds too often reduce 
others to sound bites and we 
demonize them. In some 
congregations church members are hit 
and miss in their Sunday attendance. 
It’s not uncommon to find church 
youth asking, “What’s the point?” 
We feel helpless in the face of it all. Is 
there any hope? Where can we turn? 
 

James and the gospel hymn tells us to 
turn our eyes upon Jesus, the greatest 
gift of the Father of lights, the word 
of truth, the central gift from God’s 
generous love. Excellent advice. But 
where do we look? 

 

Paul describes the Church as the Body 
of Christ. If we are Christ’s body on 
this earth, we must be able to see the 
loving Christ at work in us. And I do. 
I see the love of Jesus at work in our 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, in our La Crosse Area 
Synod, in our congregations, and in 
our members. To report on this year 
in our synod is to see the loving 
Christ alive in us. 
 

Jesus’ Holy Spirit is moving in 
our people and congregations 
within our synod: 
 
In addition to the careful work done 
by Bridge of Life and Cross of Christ 
to become Journey Lutheran Church 
and step out in both traditional 
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ministry and “seeker” oriented 
mission, other congregations are 
shaping mission plans, starting with 
basic questions:  

- What is our history/heritage?  
- Who are we now?  
- Where is Jesus leading us?  
- How are we going to get 

there? 
Consultants are being used. Mission 
statements are being written. Action 
plans are leading to action.  
 

One of our congregations turned a 
building project into community 
outreach. At Halfway Creek fund 
raising turned into Adventure Fest. 
The congregation and the neighbors 
turned out for a healthy run/walk, 
activities that were open to all ages, 
and a chance to celebrate the 
neighborhood. Best of all, the 
invitation was to start with worship 
and people came. Jesus is alive. 
 

Our Savior’s in Soldiers Grove and 
Luther Memorial in Gays Mills 
marked the departure of their interim 
pastor with a joint Pentecost service. 
The highlight of the day was eleven 
baptisms – the youngest to come to 
the font was over two years old. The 
oldest was fourteen Jesus is bringing 
life. 
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry of La 
Crosse celebrated the ordination of 
their campus minister, Pastor Paul 
Petersen. They increased their 
cooperation with Crossroads Campus 
ministry, an ecumenical effort of five 
denominations. And now they have 
built and opened Common Ground 
Campus ministry, complete with a 
Blue Cup Coffee House. Jesus is 
growing the Body. 

Ten people are under the care of our 
Candidacy Committee as they 
prepare to serve in the rostered 
ministries of our church. In 
addition… 

- Tara Schiltz has been assigned 
to the Metro Chicago Synod 
to serve as a diaconal minister. 

- Joanne Richmond has been 
approved to return to the 
clergy roster by a unanimous 
vote of the Candidacy 
Committee. Her call to 
ordained ministry continues to 
be clear and appreciated, as is 
the integrity she showed as she 
left the roster many years ago 
to unite with her life partner. 

- Kary Jonas, of Christ Lutheran 
in Arcadia, was ordained to 
serve two congregations in the 
Northwest Wisconsin Synod. 

Jesus continues to raise up leaders for 
his church. 
 

Once again the congregations of our 
synod have received a 2% discount 
on health coverage through Portico 
Benefit Services (formerly known as 
the ELCA Board of Pensions). 77.9% 
of participants in this synod took the 
Health Assessment, a great step in 
improving the health of our clergy, 
staff, and their spouses. In addition 
26 synod pastors are taking part in a 
Journey of Renewal, a year long 
effort to improve physical, 
emotional, and spiritual health. Jesus 
is leading to abundant life. 
 

Examples of Jesus-alive abound as 
youth actively follow. We have the 
most youth voting members in our 
Synod Assembly on record. Youth 
ministry is being restructured in our 
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synod. 361 people from our synod 
(280 youth and 81 adults, including 
myself) are preparing to attend the 
National Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans this July. Congregations are 
finding more and more ways to 
involve youth more fully as they 
together seek to follow Jesus. Sugar 
Creek Bible Camp within our synod 
and Luther Park serving many of our 
northern congregations are both 
making leadership changes to 
maintain strong ministries and grow 
in lives touched. Jesus is visible. 
 

Our Synod Staff just keeps serving the 
Lord and loving the people of this 
synod. Because of Pastor Libby 
Howe, Melanie Timmerman, Deb 
Wold, Alice Dafoe, and Rocky 
Danielson committees come together, 
programs are maintained, mobility of 
pastors is insured, and problems in 
congregations and pastors’ lives are 
addressed. Because of them and 
many, many volunteers the Synod 
Assembly and the daily work of the 
Synod proclaim Christ’s presence in 
our world. Jesus is visible. 
 

Finally, as I look to the inside of our 
synod, I see congregations and 
individuals understanding that the 
church is greater than any one 
household, any one congregation, 
any one synod. I am so thankful that 
we are clearly funding the work we 
have committed ourselves to do in 
Jesus name. At the end of May, for 
the first time in memory, mission 
support from congregations to our 
extended work as a synod and 
church together was over $20,000 
ahead of the previous year. I am 
thankful. And Jesus is reaching out 

more than we had dreamed he 
could. 
 
Jesus’ Holy Spirit is reaching 
through our synod into our 
state, our country, and the 
world: 
 

As we partner with the Wisconsin 
Council of Churches, I joined with 
religious leaders throughout 
Wisconsin in signing “A Call to a 
Season of Civility.” We are asking the 
politicians and citizens of the state to 
address both the aftermath of the 
recall election and the process 
toward the November elections with 
civility. We are asking people to 
celebrate our right to disagree while 
expressing differences in respectful 
ways. Difficult election cycles come 
and go, our need to be one country 
working for the common good goes 
on. WCC is offering training events 
this summer to prepare teams to lead 
their congregations through a voting 
season of civility. Jesus is reaching 
into the state and the nation. 
 

At this assembly we are considering 
our participation in the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign. Malaria kills 800,000 
people each year – most of these are 
children under the age of five. Our 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is 
America has set a goal of raising $15 
million to prevent, treat, and educate 
communities in Africa as we join a 
global effort to eradicate this disease. 
Jesus is bringing health to the world. 
 

Our global companion, the Iglesia 
Luterana Evanglica Peruana, has 
begun the Sembrando program to 
feed and educate the children in their 
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neighborhoods. ILEP congregations 
with limited means are preparing 
meals each day, finding secondary 
students to serve as tutors, and 
adding a spiritual dimension to the 
education of many, many children 
beyond their own congregational 
members. In addition this small 
Lutheran body is helping to rebuild 
houses of both members and 
nonmembers in communities affected 
by the landslides of this spring. Also, 
Gregg Attleson, Chair of our Peru 
Subcommittee, and I attended a 
round table discussion in Peru last 
fall. We joined church partner leaders 
from the Texas/Louisiana/Gulf Coast 
Synod, the ELCA Churchwide Office, 
the Lutheran World Federation, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada, and two German missionary 
societies. ILEP brought us together to 
show us their strategic plan for 
mission, asking us to walk with them 
as they fully lead their church. Jesus is 
alive in Peru. 
 

Our companion across the Atlantic, 
the Central Synod of the Ethiopian 
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, is 
seeking to educate and support 
orphans due to HIV/AIDs in the city 
of Nakemte. Children who have 
watched their parents die of AIDs are 
placed in the care of the nearest 
relative who will accept the 
responsibility. The church, with our 
help, provides funds for schooling, 
food, and supervision. Jesus is 
providing a future in Africa. 
 

Our missionary, Pastor Elly McHan, 
tells us of the work in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the 
Holy Land: how Bishop Munib 
Yunan and their congregations 
continue to work for peace and 
justice in that volatile part of the 
world, and how those Lutheran 
congregations provide schooling for 
Christian, Jewish, and Muslim 
children together. 
 

Our missionary, Pastor Kevin 
Jacobson, tells of the tiny Lutheran 
Church in Surinam which reaches out 
in big ways with the word of Christ 
and help for the poor. 
 

Chaplain Lori Kleppi, on the roster of 
our synod, is serving her Marines in 
Afghanistan. Knowing them and 
know Jesus, she says there is no place 
else for her to be. 
 

And three seminary professors on our 
roster work day after day to raise up 
solid, missional, faithful pastors for 
our church: Dr. Barbara Rossing at 
the Lutheran School of Theology in 
Chicago, and Dr. Sam Giere and Dr. 
Amy Current at Wartburg Seminary. 
 
Within and beyond this Synod, 
Jesus is alive. Our Good Lord is 
visible in us and in our service.  
 

I am thankful. 
 

Serving with you, 
 

Rev. Jim Arends 
Bishop, La Crosse Area Synod – ELCA  

 


