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La Crosse Area Synod – 2012 Synod Assembly 
Luther College, Decorah, Iowa 
June 8-10, 2012 
 
The minutes of the twenty-fifth annual Synod Assembly 
are edited in the following manner.  Each main motion by 
the Assembly will have a number indicating the year, the 
month and the action of the Synod Assembly, i.e. 
SA12.06.01, etc.  Substitute motions and motions to 
amend are not numbered.  Those actions relating only to 
Assembly procedures (the previous question, etc.) are not usually included. 
 
Friday, June 8, 2012 
PLENARY SESSION ONE – Center for Faith and Life 
Assembly officially opened during evening worship, 8 pm 
Pr. Kay Wold – Presider, Mark Mummert – assembly musician 
 
Saturday, June 9 
PLENARY SESSION TWO – Center for Faith and Life 
Session convened at 8:15 am with song and prayer by Pr. Len Liptack, West Conference Dean 
 
Bishop Arends shared with assembly representatives that they could come forward to light a candle 
anytime during assembly when they “see God present” among us, based on 2 Cor. 8:7 – “Now as 
you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for 
you…” 
 
SA12.06.01 – Adopt Agenda  MMSC 
SA12.06.02 – Adopt the rules as printed in assembly book, pg. 4-5 MMSC 
 
Bishop welcomes parliamentarian, Steve McDougal (Professor of Political Science at UW-La 
Crosse), and Steve gives brief orientation to voting members of parliamentary procedure. 
 
Bishop calls for announcements by Vice President Cheryl Mader.  Vice President Mader shared 
procedural information regarding housing, meals and miscellaneous assembly information.  Also 
noted a reminder to voting members that they sit in the center three sections of the CFL.  If any 
voting members will not be attending entire assembly, please leave name badge at the registration 
desk before leaving to enable us to keep an accurate count of voting members present. 
 
Bishop Arends introduced special guests: 

♦ Bishop shared that Eliseo Mandaminto Grados, Pres. of ILEP, and Rvdo. Manuel Obeso 
Perez, both from our companion synod in Peru were unable to obtain visas to attend. 

♦ Rev. Dr. Stephan Bouman, Executive Director of Congregational and Synodical Mission 
for the ELCA, who will bring us the Report of the ELCA and preach at Sat. evening 
worship (he will be arriving late Sat. afternoon from the SW Minnesota Synod Assembly) 

♦ Mr. Mark Mummert, Director of Worship at Christ the King Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Houston, Texas, will be our assembly musician 

♦ Dave Skogen, Chairman of the Board for Festival Foods, will be arriving on Sat. to give 
our keynote address 

 
Other guests: 

♦ Pr. Elly McHan, pastor rostered in our synod and serving as Communications Assistant 
to Bishop Munib Younan of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy 
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Land and in his position as President of Lutheran World Federation.  Pr. Elly will lead a 
workshop and will preach at worship on Sunday afternoon. 

♦ Have Young Adult Voting Members stand to be acknowledged (should be 13) 
♦ Barb Solsaa, Church and Community Relations director of Lutheran Social Services for 

our synod and NW Synod of Wisconsin; also present is James Holmberg, who serves in 
the same position for the Greater Milwaukee Area Synod 

♦ Louise Hemstead, here as a voting delegate from Bethany Lutheran, La Farge, but also 
as the Region 5 representative on the ELCA Church Council  

♦ Amy Johnson, Director of the Lutheran Office for Public Policy in  Wisconsin 
♦ Deborah Simonson Smith, Assoc. Vice Pres., ELCA Mission Investment Fund 

 
Bishop Arends gives Roster Update: 
 
New Clergy in our synod:       
The Rev. Barbara Bruneau, Blair Lutheran, Blair 
The Rev. John Carrier, On-Leave-From-CallC 
The Rev. Amy Current, Wartburg Seminary, present 
The Rev. Samuel Geier, Wartburg Seminary, present 
The Rev. William Horn, retired 
The Rev. Paul Petersen, Lutheran Campus Ministry 
The Rev. Cassie Sauter, Trinity, Sparta 
Also welcome  
          Pr. Kathleen Wohlers, (present), began her call at St. Paul Lutheran, Wilton, June 1 and 
          Pr. Curtis Matz, who will begin his call at Kickapoo United & Peace Lutheran on July 1 
          Pr. Bob Fisher, serving as interim at Trinity/Zion in Adams and Big Flats 
          Pr. Steve Minnema, serving as interim at Our Savior’s/Skogdalen in Westby 
 

Members of our Synod in the candidacy process:   
Joanne Richmond  
Susan Moss  
Erika Kielstrup  
Shawn Brooks 
Tami Groth 
Heidi Anderson 
Joe Iverson 
Bonnie Klos 
Bryant Bakkum 
Rachel Slough 
Also welcome seminary graduates assigned to your synod: 
          Nile Sandeen, Joel Gueningsman (both present Saturday) and Amanda Oleson 
 

Clergy Transferred: 
The Rev. Tim Johnston to Mohawk, Michigan 
The Rev. Paul Carlson to Norfolk, Virginia 
 

Clergy Changes Within our Synod: 
The Rev. Peter Beckstrand to Bethel, Bethany & Zion, Viroqua 
The Rev. Karyn Bodenschatz to Associate Pastor, First, Onalaska 
The Rev. Gary Daines  to retired 
The Rev. Anna Sorenson to French Creek, Ettrick 
The Rev. Jason Stanton to Senior Pastor, First, Onalaska 
The Rev. Russ Trachte to On-Leave-From-Call   
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Churches Celebrating Anniversaries in Our Synod in 2012 
French Creek Lutheran Church, Ettrick – 150 years 
Hardies Creek Lutheran Church, Ettrick – 150 years 
 
Bishop announced that any business not finished by 2:30 pm on Sunday will be directed to the 
Synod Council and that additional resolutions need to be in by noon today to be considered at 
this Assembly. 
 
Bishop turns chair over to Cheryl Mader, Synod Vice President, who introduced Synod 
Council: 
 Pr. Liz Albertson  Betty Sacia   Doug Myhre 
 Pr. Lindsay Jordan  Teresa Helseth  Dan Heitman 
 Pr. Wendy Ruetten   Pauline Fahning  Don Hoffmann 
 Pr. Len Liptack  Linda Krueger  Lee Grippen 
 Luanne Neumann  Pr. Anna Sorenson  Wes Mack 
 JoAnn Salava   Pr. Kimberly Jordan  Leanne Lutz 
 Bishop Arends  Cheryl Mader   Derek Jackson 
 
And recognized those going off the council this year: 

 Pr. Lindsay Jordan Teresa Helseth 
 Pauline Fahning Pr. Len Liptack 
 Linda Krueger Lee Grippen 

 
Cheryl then introduced members of the Assembly Planning Committee: 
Co-Chairs:  Rev. Libby Howe & Cheryl Mader 

 Bishop Arends   Rev. Wendy Ruetten 
 Debbie Dukatz   Andy Stutesman 
 Rev. Karyn Bodenschatz  Lee Grippen 
 Rev. Kimberly Jordan  Melanie Timmerman 
Also in consultation with Rocky Danielson regarding youth/family and artistic direction 
 
Greetings 
~~Bishop introduced Kevin Kraus, Dean of Academics, Luther College, for a greeting from the 
college. 
 
~~Bishop reported that the President of our companion synod in Peru, Eliseo Mandamiento 
Grados, was unable to obtain a visa to attend our assembly this year.  Bishop then introduced 
Gregg Attleson, chair of Peru Companion Synod Subcommittee, who shared that the people of 
Peru were holding us in their thoughts and prayers during our assembly. 
 
~~Vice President Cheryl Mader read a greeting from Kes Asfaw Terfassa, President of the 
Central Synod of the EECMY (Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus). 
 
~~Greeting from Bishop Julian Gordy of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA was conveyed 
electronically (recorded at their assembly the week prior).  Included in the greeting was their 
original song, “We’ve Never Done it That Way Before.” 
 
Bishop asked folks to consider where to designate the offering from the Sunday afternoon 
sending service.  This will be discussed and brought to a vote on Sunday morning. 
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Worship service begun at 9:15 am.  Bishop Arends was preacher and also included 
commissioning of the Peru delegation, offering from congregations, and litany for recognition of 
pastors with anniversaries or who are retiring. 
 
5 Years 
The Rev. Jean Pagliaro 
 

10  Years 
The Rev. Elizabeth Howe 
The Rev. Margaret Eiben Hoversten 
 

15 Years 
The Rev. Amy Current 
The Rev. Elizabeth Shank 
The Rev. Leif Espeland 
The Rev. Mitzi Miyamoto 
The Rev. Samuel Giere 
 

25 Years 
The Rev. Kristine Fahey 
The Rev. Lanny Westphal 
The Rev. Steven A. Meyer 
 
CONSECRATION ANNIVERSARY 
 

25 Years  - Nancy Folkedahl, Ettrick 
 
Cheryl Mader gave announcement and instructions for FAITH FESTIVAL and lunch; also 
reminded Folks about deadline for submitting Resolutions to Reference & Counsel Committee.  
Prayer given by Pr. Len Liptack, West Conference Dean. 
 
10:30 AM – 12 PM – Faith Festival 
Attendees viewed displays and informational booths of synod committees and partnership  
ministries set up in a circular fashion around the CFL hallways.   
Festival was followed by noon lunch in Dahl Centennial Union. 
 
PLENARY SESSION THREE – Center for Faith and Life 
1 pm – session convened with song by Mark Mummert and prayer by Pr. Lindsay Jordan, South 
Conference Dean 
 
Report of the Registrar given by Cheryl Mader: 
61 pastors present, 121 lay persons for a total of 182 voting member; also 27 visitors and 
guests. 
 
Bishop Arends introduced keynote speaker – Dave Skogen, Chairman of the Board, Festival 
Foods, Onalaska, Wis., who spoke on servant leadership. 
 
Bishop called on Synod Treasurer Derek Jackson for Report of the Treasurer.  Proposed 2013 
Synod Budget (blue sheet in binders) and written Report of the Treasurer (green handout) 
referenced for second reading of the 2012 Revised Budget and 2013 Budget. 

 2013 mission support reflects a 3% increase over 2012 ($451,000 vs $437,250) 
 2013 budget will include ELCA seminaries and reduction of 10% for ELCA Lutheran 

Campus Ministry 

30 Years 
The Rev. Barabara Rossing 
The Rev. Susan Sheffer-Meyer 
 

35 Years 
The Rev. Daniel Henderson 
The Rev. Dennis Hallemeier 
The Rev. Elizabeth Druckrey-Stempinski 
The Rev. Mark Jolivette 
 

40 Years 
The Rev. Charles Coon 
The Rev. Theodore Dewald Jr 
 

45 Years 
The Rev. Gerald Staehling 
 

60 Years 
The Rev. Stefan Guttormsson 
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 2013 budget includes 3% increase for synod personnel costs 
 2013 budget overall will hold the line on expenses with slight increases in synod travel 

and utilities’ costs, and reduction in communication costs 
 2012 revised and 2013 budgets reflect increased progress in  paying off synod 

obligations 
Treasurer’s Report noted small profit on rental properties and that flood relief monies were all 
dispersed per task force recommendations. 
 
Bishop called upon Mike Schnitzius, Secretary of the Synod, for the Report of the 
Nominating Committee.  Ballot was handed out to attendees at the beginning of the session 
as follows: 
 

2012 BALLOT ‐‐ LACROSSE AREA SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
 

SYNOD‐WIDE NOMINATIONS: 
 

Synod Council Secretary, (term to 2016):  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Michael Schnitzius, Journey, Holmen 
_____ __________________________________________________ 
 

Discipline Committee, lay (term to 2018):  VOTE FOR TWO 
_____ Roger Nelson, East Lemonweir, New Lisbon 
_____ __________________________________________________ 
 

Discipline Committee, clergy (term to 2018): VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Rev. Liz Albertson, North Beaver Creek, Ettrick 
_____ __________________________________________________ 
 
 

AT‐LARGE NOMINATIONS TO FAITH AND LIFE COMMITTEES:  (Under our bylaws each Faith and 
Life Committee has one clergy and one lay person from each conference and shall have two to four additional 
lay people at‐large, no particular conference.  The at‐large nominations for Faith and Life Committees are 
separate from conference nominations.)   
 

Evangelism and Outreach Committee, lay (term to 2015): VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
 
 

CONFERENCE NOMINATIONS 
 
NORTH CONFERENCE:  
Synod Council, lay male (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Doug Myhre, Journey, Holmen (incumbent) 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
 

Church in Society Committee, clergy (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Rev. John Ashland, South Beaver Creek/Hardies Creek, Ettrick 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
 
Consultation Committee, clergy (term to 2018): VOTE FOR ONE 
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_____ Rev. Dana Jackson, Mt. Calvary, Trempealeau/Tamarack, Arcadia 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
 

Evangelism and Outreach Committee, clergy (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____Pastor Bryant Haney, Zion, Galesville 
_____ ______________________________________________________ 
 
Evangelism and Outreach Committee, lay (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____Wayne Lebakken, French Creek, Ettrick 
_____ ______________________________________________________ 
 
Lutheran Youth Leading Evangelism (LYLE) Adult Team Advisor (term to 2014): VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Matt Iverson, Holmen Lutheran 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
 

Mission Support Committee, clergy, (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____Pastor Vern Skarstad, Bells Coulee, Bangor 
_____ ____________________________________________________ 
 
2013 Church Wide at Large Voting Member, male clergy: VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Pastor Steve Meyer, Journey, Holmen 
_____ Pastor John Ashland, South Beaver Creek/Hardies Creek, Ettrick 
 

2013 Church Wide Assembly Conference Voting Member, lay female: VOTE FOR ONE 
_____Leah Wisnewski, Journey, Holmen 
_____ Barb Reithel, Journey, Holmen 

 
SOUTH CONFERENCE:  
 Synod Council, lay female (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Lynn Joholski, Middle Coon Valley, Chaseburg  
_____ ___________________________________________________  
  

Consultation Committee, lay (term to 2018):  VOTE FOR ONE   
 _____ Daryl Brye, Coon Valley, Coon Valley 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
 

Lutheran Youth Leading Evangelism (LYLE) Adult Team Advisor (term to 2014): VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Ben Natzke, Immanuel, Viroqua 
_____ __________________________________________________ 
 

2013 Church Wide Assembly Voting Member, lay male:  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 

 
EAST CONFERENCE:   
Synod Council, lay female (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Sandra Zenor, Woodland, Rome 
 

_____ ___________________________________________________ 
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Consultation Committee, clergy (term to 2018): VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Rev. Cheryl Fleckenstein, Bethany, Mauston 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
 

Lutheran Youth Leading Evangelism (LYLE) Adult Team Advisor, clergy (term to 2014): VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Rev. Cassie Sauter, Trinity, Sparta 
_____ __________________________________________________ 
 
2013 Church Wide Assembly Voting Member, lay female: VOTE FOR ONE 
_____Linda Rapp, Woodland, Rome 
_____Joyce Dunbar, Grace, Elroy 
 

2013 Church Wide Assembly Voting Member, female clergy: VOTE FOR ONE 
_____Pr. Wendy Ruetten, Bethany/East Lemonweir, New Lisbon 
_____Pr. Cheryl Fleckenstein, Bethany, Mauston 
 

 2013 Church Wide Assembly At‐Large Young Adult Voting Member: VOTE FOR ONE 
_____David Kwiecien‐Cassatt, Woodland, Rome 
_____Adam Frei, Trinity, Sparta 

 
WEST CONFERENCE:  
Consultation Committee, lay (term to 2018):  VOTE FOR ONE   
 _____ Bob Bendiksen, English, La Crosse 
_____ __________________________________________________ 
 
Lutheran Youth Leading Evangelism (LYLE) Adult Team Advisor, clergy (term to 2014): VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ __________________________________________________ 
 _____ __________________________________________________ 
 
Mission Support Committee, lay:  VOTE FOR ONE 
_____Joann Novak, Immanuel, Caledonia 
_____ __________________________________________________ 
 

Synod Council, lay male (term to 2015): VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ James Howe, Prince of Peace, La Crescent 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
 

Synod Council, lay female (term to 2015): VOTE FOR ONE 
_____ Sharon Zimmerman, Bethel, La Crosse 
_____ ___________________________________________________ 
 

2013 Church Wide Assembly Voting Member, lay male: VOTE FOR ONE 
_____Kenneth Edward Nash, Good Shepherd, La Crosse 
_____Paul Ranum, Our Savior’s, West Salem 
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Bishop Arends pointed out open positions for which we did not have nominations prior to 
assembly and reminded delegates that nominations can be made prior to the election on 
Sunday. 
 
Bishop called on Reference and Counsel Committee for first resolutions.  Noted that 
Resolutions are on golden rod colored paper in the binders. 
 
Rev. Peter Jonas from the Reference and Counsel Committee, began with Resolutions 1-7.  
First were shown a video on Journey Lutheran regarding Resolution 7. 
 

RESOLUTION FOR RECOGNITION AND RECEPTION OF  
JOURNEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
WHEREAS Christ the King Lutheran Church organized to serve the Holmen and Onalaska 
area in 1989, and Bridge of Life mission development began as a ministry of  
the La Crosse Area Synod to reach unchurched people in the Holmen area in 2000, and 
 
WHEREAS, for the sake of sustainable ministry and outreach to their community, the people 
of Christ the King and Bridge of Life began discussions about consolidation in February of 
2011 and passed a formal vote to close both ministries and begin a new congregation by 
opening the charter of Journey Lutheran Church on November 13, 2011; and  
 
WHEREAS the mission and vision statement of Journey Lutheran Church states: “Journey 
Lutheran Church is a people shaped by the Lordship of Jesus and centered on God’s 
mission for the world and to that end will be a congregation… 

+ where everyone is welcome and invited  
+ where people find meaning and purpose for life  
+ where people of all ages are nourished and grow in their spiritual journey 
+ where people experience a sense of community and acceptance  
+ where we take seriously our role as stewards of God’s creation;  

and further, we will be a congregation…  
+ that is open to change and respectful of differences  
+ that offers diversity in worship styles  
+ that has a passion for reaching those without a church home  
+ that is outward looking, serving needs locally and globally  
+ that is a generous congregation, blessed to be a blessing  
+ that is prayer filled and Spirit led;” therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED that the 2012 Synod Assembly of the La Crosse Area Synod joyfully receive 
Journey Lutheran Church as an officially organized congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America and with full voting rights in this assembly; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that the 2012 La Crosse Area Synod Assembly commend the people of 
Journey Lutheran Church for their faithfulness in prayers, gifts, and tireless work to establish 
this new congregation. 
 
SA12.06.03  R7 – Resolution for Recognition and Reception of Journey Lutheran Church  
            MMSC 
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R2 – Malaria Campaign – delegates viewed ELCA video on the Malaria Campaign and then 
comments given by JoAnn Salava regarding the campaign.  Resolved section read by Connie 
Scharlau of the Reference and Counsel Committee 
 
RESOLUTION in SUPPORT of the ELCA MALARIA CAMPAIGN 
 
WHEREAS malaria is a disease of poverty that kills over 800,000 people a year and is a 
leading cause of death for children under the age of 5 in Africa; and 
 
WHEREAS Jesus calls the Body of Christ to reach out and respond to God’s graciousness 
by helping to bring health, justice and hope to people who are in need; and 
 
WHEREAS the 2011Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
overwhelmingly approved the ELCA Malaria Campaign to raise $15 million by the year 
2015; and  
 
WHEREAS these funds will enable our ELCA to work directly with our companion churches 
in Africa to prevent and treat malaria and to contain the number of deaths in Africa related to 
malaria; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that we as the La Crosse Area Synod challenge our individual members and 
congregations to commit themselves to this initiative by working to prevent and treat malaria 
through prayer, action, advocacy, education and fundraising; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that the 2012 La Crosse Area Synod in assembly set the goal of raising 
$150,000 by Synod Assembly 2015 with every congregation participating. 
 
Submitted by the Synod Global Mission Committee 
 
SA12.06.04 R2 - Resolution in Support of the ELCA Malaria Campaign    MMSC 
 
Vice President Cheryl Mader calls on Bishop Arends for the Bishop’s Report (written report 
below) 
 

Seeing Jesus, Alive and Loving 
 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of 
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of 
first fruits of his creatures.     (James 1:17-18) 

 
O soul, are you weary and troubled? No light in the darkness you see? 
There’s light for a look at the Savior, and life more abundant and free! 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus; look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace. 

        (Helen H. Lemmel) 
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Our world continues with wars and rumors of war. Regions of the earth are drought filled 
and starvation continues. Our communities have been divided by a recall election, political 
rhetoric, blaming and shaming. Our minds too often reduce others to sound bites and we 
demonize them. In some congregations church members are hit and miss in their Sunday 
attendance. It’s not uncommon to find church youth asking, “What’s the point?” We feel 
helpless in the face of it all. Is there any hope? Where can we turn? 
 

James and the gospel hymn tells us to turn our eyes upon Jesus, the greatest gift of the Father 
of lights, the word of truth, the central gift from God’s generous love. Excellent advice. But 
where do we look? 
 

Paul describes the Church as the Body of Christ. If we are Christ’s body on this earth, we 
must be able to see the loving Christ at work in us. And I do. I see the love of Jesus at work 
in our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, in our La Crosse Area Synod, in our 
congregations, and in our members. To report on this year in our synod is to see the loving 
Christ alive in us. 
 

Jesus’ Holy Spirit is moving in our people and congregations within our synod: 
 
In addition to the careful work done by Bridge of Life and Cross of Christ to become Journey 
Lutheran Church and step out in both traditional ministry and “seeker” oriented mission, 
other congregations are shaping mission plans, starting with basic questions:  

- What is our history/heritage?  
- Who are we now?  
- Where is Jesus leading us?  
- How are we going to get there? 

Consultants are being used. Mission statements are being written. Action plans are leading to 
action.  
 

One of our congregations turned a building project into community outreach. At Halfway 
Creek fund raising turned into Adventure Fest. The congregation and the neighbors turned 
out for a healthy run/walk, activities that were open to all ages, and a chance to celebrate 
the neighborhood. Best of all, the invitation was to start with worship and people came. 
Jesus is alive. 
 

Our Savior’s in Soldiers Grove and Luther Memorial in Gays Mills marked the departure of 
their interim pastor with a joint Pentecost service. The highlight of the day was eleven 
baptisms – the youngest to come to the font was over two years old. The oldest was 
fourteen Jesus is bringing life. 
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry of La Crosse celebrated the ordination of their campus minister, 
Pastor Paul Petersen. They increased their cooperation with Crossroads Campus ministry, an 
ecumenical effort of five denominations. And now they have built and opened Common 
Ground Campus ministry, complete with a Blue Cup Coffee House. Jesus is growing the 
Body. 
Ten people are under the care of our Candidacy Committee as they prepare to serve in the 
rostered ministries of our church. In addition… 

- Tara Schiltz has been assigned to the Metro Chicago Synod to serve as a diaconal 
minister. 
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- Joanne Richmond has been approved to return to the clergy roster by a unanimous 
vote of the Candidacy Committee. Her call to ordained ministry continues to be clear 
and appreciated, as is the integrity she showed as she left the roster many years ago to 
unite with her life partner. 

- Kary Jonas, of Christ Lutheran in Arcadia, was ordained to serve two congregations in 
the Northwest Wisconsin Synod. 

Jesus continues to raise up leaders for his church. 
 

Once again the congregations of our synod have received a 2% discount on health coverage 
through Portico Benefit Services (formerly known as the ELCA Board of Pensions). 77.9% of 
participants in this synod took the Health Assessment, a great step in improving the health of 
our clergy, staff, and their spouses. In addition 26 synod pastors are taking part in a Journey 
of Renewal, a year-long effort to improve physical, emotional, and spiritual health. Jesus is 
leading to abundant life. 
 

Examples of Jesus-alive abound as youth actively follow. We have the most youth voting 
members in our Synod Assembly on record. Youth ministry is being restructured in our 
synod. 361 people from our synod (280 youth and 81 adults, including myself) are preparing 
to attend the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans this July. Congregations are finding 
more and more ways to involve youth more fully as they together seek to follow Jesus. Sugar 
Creek Bible Camp within our synod and Luther Park serving many of our northern 
congregations are both making leadership changes to maintain strong ministries and grow in 
lives touched. Jesus is visible. 
 

Our Synod Staff just keeps serving the Lord and loving the people of this synod. Because of 
Pastor Libby Howe, Melanie Timmerman, Deb Wold, Alice Dafoe, and Rocky Danielson 
committees come together, programs are maintained, mobility of pastors is insured, and 
problems in congregations and pastors’ lives are addressed. Because of them and many, many 
volunteers the Synod Assembly and the daily work of the Synod proclaim Christ’s presence in 
our world. Jesus is visible. 
 

Finally, as I look to the inside of our synod, I see congregations and individuals 
understanding that the church is greater than any one household, any one congregation, any 
one synod. I am so thankful that we are clearly funding the work we have committed 
ourselves to do in Jesus name. At the end of May, for the first time in memory, mission 
support from congregations to our extended work as a synod and church together was over 
$20,000 ahead of the previous year. I am thankful. And Jesus is reaching out more than we 
had dreamed he could. 
 
Jesus’ Holy Spirit is reaching through our synod into our state, our country, and 
the world: 
 

As we partner with the Wisconsin Council of Churches, I joined with religious leaders 
throughout Wisconsin in signing “A Call to a Season of Civility.” We are asking the politicians 
and citizens of the state to address both the aftermath of the recall election and the process 
toward the November elections with civility. We are asking people to celebrate our right to 
disagree while expressing differences in respectful ways. Difficult election cycles come and go, 
our need to be one country working for the common good goes on. WCC is offering training 
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events this summer to prepare teams to lead their congregations through a voting season of 
civility. Jesus is reaching into the state and the nation. 
 

At this assembly we are considering our participation in the ELCA Malaria Campaign. Malaria 
kills 800,000 people each year – most of these are children under the age of five. Our 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is America has set a goal of raising $15 million to prevent, treat, 
and educate communities in Africa as we join a global effort to eradicate this disease. Jesus is 
bringing health to the world. 
 

Our global companion, the Iglesia Luterana Evanglica Peruana, has begun the Sembrando 
program to feed and educate the children in their neighborhoods. ILEP congregations with 
limited means are preparing meals each day, finding secondary students to serve as tutors, 
and adding a spiritual dimension to the education of many, many children beyond their own 
congregational members. In addition this small Lutheran body is helping to rebuild houses of 
both members and nonmembers in communities affected by the landslides of this spring. 
Also, Gregg Attleson, Chair of our Peru Subcommittee, and I attended a round table 
discussion in Peru last fall. We joined church partner leaders from the Texas/Louisiana/Gulf 
Coast Synod, the ELCA Churchwide Office, the Lutheran World Federation, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada, and two German missionary societies. ILEP brought us together 
to show us their strategic plan for mission, asking us to walk with them as they fully lead their 
church. Jesus is alive in Peru. 
 

Our companion across the Atlantic, the Central Synod of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 
Mekane Yesus, is seeking to educate and support orphans due to HIV/AIDs in the city of 
Nakemte. Children who have watched their parents die of AIDs are placed in the care of the 
nearest relative who will accept the responsibility. The church, with our help, provides funds 
for schooling, food, and supervision. Jesus is providing a future in Africa. 
 

Our missionary, Pastor Elly McHan, tells us of the work in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land: how Bishop Munib Yunan and their congregations continue to 
work for peace and justice in that volatile part of the world, and how those Lutheran 
congregations provide schooling for Christian, Jewish, and Muslim children together. 
 

Our missionary, Pastor Kevin Jacobson, tells of the tiny Lutheran Church in Surinam which 
reaches out in big ways with the word of Christ and help for the poor. 
 

Chaplain Lori Kleppe, on the roster of our synod, is serving her Marines in Afghanistan. 
Knowing them and know Jesus, she says there is no place else for her to be. 
 

And three seminary professors on our roster work day after day to raise up solid, missional, 
faithful pastors for our church: Dr. Barbara Rossing at the Lutheran School of Theology in 
Chicago, and Dr. Sam Giere and Dr. Amy Current at Wartburg Seminary. 
 
Within and beyond this Synod, Jesus is alive. Our Good Lord is visible in us and 
in our service.  
 

I am thankful. 
 

Serving with you, 
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Rev. Jim Arends 
Bishop, La Crosse Area Synod – ELCA   
 
Following the above, Bishop called forward Dick Iverson for recognition of his 40 years in Bible 
camp ministry.  
 
Pr. Peter Jonas was called forward for a brief report on the Wisconsin Council of Churches.  He 
pointed out two key initiatives, including their documents, “Becoming a Welcoming Community,” 
and “A Season of Civility.”  
 
Amy Johnson, Dir. of the Lutheran Office on Public Policy in Wisconsin, was called forward who 
focused her discussion on the homelessness initiative for K-12 students.  
 
Vice President Cheryl Mader gave announcements regarding workshops, dinner and 
evening worship.  
 
Two workshop sessions followed back-to-back from 3:45 – 5:45 pm.  
 

2012 SYNOD ASSEMBLY WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 
 

GENEROUS LOVE – GENEROUS LIVES TOOL KIT  
Come and get it! Learn all about it! 
CFL RECITAL HALL            3:45 & 4:55 
Join Director for Evangelical Mission, Pastor Libby Howe, and other members of the Mission Support 
Committee to learn about bringing Generous Love Generous Lives into the life of your congregation.  This 
workshop is REQUIRED of at least one person from every congregation.  You will receive bags of good stuff!! 
 

THROWING SNOWBALLS 
Olin 107            3:45 & 4:55 
Many churches are nervous about the future.  We look to the hills and wonder, “From whence cometh our 
help?”  (Ps 121) All the while, God calls us forward in mission. This will be a time to discuss challenges we 
face while we remember that “our help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.”  Where do 
snowballs come into all this?  Pastor Lindsay Jordan invites you to come and find out!          
 

A MISSIONAL SPENDING PLAN FOR YOUR CONGREGATION 
Olin 104            3:45 & 4:55 
Most parishioners don't want to know all the details of the parish budget, such as how much you'll spend on 
heating or snow removal.  But they DO care about WORSHIP, OUTREACH, YOUTH and other things that are 
the MISSION OF THE CHURCH.  A Missional Spending Plan translates the details of a line‐item budget into the 
story of what your offerings are really supporting.  This workshop will give you a practical step‐by‐step 
process of how to do this in your congregation, along with a sample Missional Spending Plan to take with 
you.   Presenter:  Mark Quade, Synod Stewardship Resource 
 

YOU ARE WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS* 
Olin 108            3:45 & 4:55 
Join members of the synod’s Evangelism and Outreach Committee at this comprehensive workshop and 
learn: How to see and share a faith story.  How to help others see and share their faith stories.  How to 
be witnesses to the generous love of God.  *Luke 24:48 
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WONDROUS LOVE: Singing God’s Love in Worship 
CFL                3:45 only 
When Lutherans gather, God acts by speaking, feeding, washing, and sending in love for the world. This 
workshop will consider ways to orient worship, and especially the music of worship, to the ways God 
loves humanity and all creation. A way of planning elements of worship ‐‐ music, ceremony, language, 
and space ‐‐ in light of this purpose of worship will be explored.  Presenter:  Mark Mummert, Assembly 
Musician 
 

A CONVERSATION WITH OUR ILEP COMPANIONS 
(Iglesia Luterana Evangelica Peruana) 
Olin 106            3:45 & 4:55 
Meet with Eliseo Mandamiento and Pastor Manuel Obeso and learn more about our Companion Church 
in Peru.  Eliseo is the President of the Iglesia Luterana Evangélica Peruana (ILEP) and Pastor Manuel is a 
member of the Executive Council.  NOTE:  Since these gentlemen were unable to obtain visas for the trip 
to our assembly, the Peru Companion Synod Subcommittee led a discussion on our relationship with ILEP 
and info regarding the recent landslide in Chosica, along with ILEP’s proposal for emergency housing 
assistance, where our “Homes for Peru” project fund is directed. Those leading the discussion were Gregg 
Attleson and Gwen Hatfield, along with Rachel Slough, Anne Wermedal and Jessica Hammes of the 2012 
Peru Delegation. 
 

CLAIMING & CELEBRATING YOUR PLACE 
Olin 112            3:45 & 4:55 
In Baptism we were called into a LIFE LONG journey with God.  Unfortunately today’s world and even 
some congregational programs seem to stop offering support after an adult has raised their children.  
Mature Christians who have come into the second half of their lives are full of wisdom and gifts to share.  
With their careers slowing and children grown this group of people are in a unique position to love and 
be loved.  Join us for a time of discussion and activity centered around empowering these saints to 
discover the story of God's generous love in their lives, then equipping them to share that love with 
other generations.  Presenters:  Rocky Danielson (Dir. for Raising Up Leaders), Carla Stanton and Vicky 
Danielson. 
 

LUTHERANS IN THE HOLY LAND 
Olin 105            3:45 & 4:55 
Join Pastor Elly McHan, our synod’s missionary in the Middle East, as she talks about the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land.  Pastor McHan has been serving there since 2010 as the 
Communications Assistant for Bishop Younan.  She has much to offer about the generous lives of the 
deeply rooted Christian Lutherans living in the Holy Land and the challenges they face. 
 

IF THE BIBLE HAD A TITLE… 
Olin 101            3:45 & 4:55 
. . . it would be “Generous Love, Generous Lives.” Join our synod’s Book of Faith coordinator, Pastor Len 
Liptack, as he takes you through the whole story of scripture that exemplifies both God’s unrelenting 
generous love for the world and the passionate responses of God’s people. Use this time to learn and 
ask Pastor Liptack questions you have about biblical literacy in your congregation.  
 
Evening meal followed at 6 pm in Peace Dining Room. 
 
Worship Service followed at 7:30 pm --  Preacher: Rev. Dr. Stephen Bouman, Exec., Dir. of 
ELCA Congregational and Synodical Mission. Offering was designated for the ELCA Malaria 
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Campaign.  The assembly welcomed and recognized a delegation of representatives from the 
new Journey Lutheran congregation. 
 
A time for fellowship followed in Marty’s, lower level of the union. 
 
Sunday, June 10 
PLENARY SESSION FOUR – Center for Faith and Life 
 
8:15 am session convened by song with Mark Mummert and prayer by Pr. Liz Albertson, North 
Conference Dean 
 
Bishop Arends called on Dir. of Evangelical Mission/Asst. to the Bishop, Rev. Libby 
Howe, for Bible Study and report on “Generous Love – Generous Lives” (theme for our 
synod for the next two years) 
 
Report of the Registrar given by Cheryl Mader: 
69 pastors present, 131 lay persons for a total of 200 voting members; also 27 visitors and 
guests. 
 
Synod Elections 
Bishop Arends and Synod Secretary Mike Schnitzius came forward for the synod elections (gray 
handout – ballot, as noted in Plenary Session 2).  Additional names were nominated from the 
floor.  Following floor nomination, synod delegates voted and ballots were collected and counted 
under the supervision of Mike Schnitzius and volunteer counters:  Cindy Berg, Dan Heitman, 
Don Hoffmann, Lee Grippen, JoAnn Salava, Jan Storlie, Dorothy Paulikas and Karen Scarseth.    
  
Bishop introduced Louise Hemstead, individual from our synod who currently represents Region 
5 on ELCA Church Council, for a brief report. 
 
Assembly took 15 minute break. 
 
Bishop introduced Rev. Dr. Stephen Bouman, Exec. Dir., ELCA Congregational & 
Synodical Mission, for Report of the ELCA. 
 
Bishop asked assembly for thoughts on designation of offering for sending worship service.  
Ideas shared were for the “Homes in Peru” project and for the National Youth Gathering 
offering.  A hand vote was taken with offering designated for the “Homes in Peru” project. 
 
BISHOP offered prayer for revised 2012 budget and 2013 budget prior to vote: 
 

Prayer for Synod Budget:  
God of all things— 
 

This budget is our intention to give and distribute money. 
 

We give this money because you first loved us and we are grateful. 
 

We give this money because we know you are God and money is not. 
 

We give this money because we trust you to give us our daily bread. 
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This spending plan declares our intentions to volunteer, to minister to each other, to reach out to our 
community and our world.  It says what we want to do in honor and praise of your great love.  As 
givers, may we give joyfully and liberally extend your mercy to those who stand in need of it. 
 

We want to do something more than just meet this budget, O God.  We do not want it to be the limit or 
the target of our giving.  We anticipate the celebration of going beyond it, and the ability to do more for 
you than our little faith allowed us to dream. 
 

We declare our intentions to give and distribute as fully dedicated to you.  May we be surprised by all 
that is done through these efforts.  And may you be pleased.    Amen 

 
SA12.06.05 Motion to approve revised 2012 budget and 2013 synod budget   MMSC 
 
Bishop called on Reference and Counsel Committee for further resolutions.   
 

R1 – Resolution on Generous Love – Generous Lives 
 

RESOLUTION on GENEROUS LOVE - GENEROUS LIVES 
 

WHEREAS Jesus’ followers for 2000 years have responded to God’s generous love by 
living generous lives; and 
WHEREAS the Macedonia Project is an initiative of our ELCA to deepen and enliven 
generous living in all synods, congregations and households, and 
 
WHEREAS the La Crosse Area Synod Council  adopted the “Generous Love-Generous 
Lives” synod emphasis put forth by the Mission Support Committee on November 17, 2011; 
and 
 
WHEREAS this emphasis challenges the congregations and households of the synod to: 

1) Depend on the Grace of God, 
2) Honestly face real struggles, 
3) Rejoice in the communion of saints, 
4) Practice a generosity that is overflowing, voluntary, (dis)proportionate, and risky, 

and 
5) Eagerly share in ministry with the larger church,  

 
as is modeled in the Macedonian church (2 Corinthians 8), and 
 
WHEREAS a Generous Love– Generous Lives Tool Kit has been developed by members of 
this synod to be distributed to every congregation and pastor; therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED that every congregation challenge its members to increase their financial 
generosity to the congregation by at least 1% in 2013, and be it further  
 
RESOLVED that every congregation be challenged to increase its investment in local 
community ministries by at least 1% in 2013, and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that every congregation be challenged to increase its synodical mission 
support by at least 1% by the end of 2013; and be it further 
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RESOLVED that every congregation engage the materials in the Generous Love – 
Generous Lives Tool Kit toward these ends throughout the next two years and beyond. 
 
Submitted by the Synod Mission Support Committee 
 
SA12.06.06 R1 – Resolution on Generous Love – Generous Lives    MMSC 
 
R3 – Resolution in Support of the 11X15 Campaign for Safer and Healthier Communities 
 

RESOLUTION in SUPPORT of the 11X15 CAMPAIGN 
for SAFER and HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES 

 

WHEREAS God’s prophetic call to all God’s people through the prophet Micah is “To do justice, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God, and 
 

WHEREAS our Lord Jesus leads us act for the betterment of prisoners through contact and 
pray (e.g. Matthew 5:43-48; 25:34-40), and 
 

WHEREAS the redemptive, healing ministry of Jesus teaches us to do justice in ways  that 
focus on restoration and not solely on retribution, and 
 

WHEREAS the United States has the highest rate of incarceration of any country in the world,1 
and 
 

WHEREAS Wisconsin incarcerates at twice the rate of Minnesota2, and 
 

WHEREAS Wisconsin incarcerates African Americans at more than twice the rate of Minnesota 
and Illinois3, and 
 

WHEREAS WISDOM, a network of congregation-based justice organizations in Wisconsin, with 
many ELCA congregations as members, has partnered with the Wisconsin Council of Churches 
in initiating the 11X15 Campaign; and 
 

WHEREAS the 11X15 Campaign is designed to reduce the prison population by 11,000 by 
2015 through the use of evidence-based initiatives such as: 

- Treatment Alternatives and Diversionary programs (TAD),  
- earned release programs,   - Circles of Support,  
- drug treatment programs,   - day report centers, and  
- other restorative justice programs, and 

 

WHEREAS the 11X15 Campaign has offered a PowerPoint presentation about incarceration 
realities in Wisconsin and statewide efforts that reduce prison populations, emphasize 
restorative justice, and result in safer and healthier communities; therefore be it 
 

RESOLVED that the La Crosse Area Synod support the 11X15 Campaign for Safer and 
Healthier Communities; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED that all congregations of the La Crosse Area Synod be encouraged to show the 
11X15 Campaign PowerPoint presentation as part of their educational programs; and be it 
further 
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RESOLVED that congregational members be encouraged to participate in the various 
opportunities for involvement in the 11X15 Campaign. 
 

Submitted by the Synod Church in Society Committee 
 
SA12.06.07 R3 – Resolution in Support of the 11 x 15 Campaign for Safer and Healthier 
Communities            MMSC 
 
R4 – Resolution to Examine Christian Zionism 

 

RESOLUTION to EXAMINE CHRISTIAN ZIONISM 
 
WHEREAS ELCA members believe that the Bible is the written Word of God which through 
the work of the Holy Spirit points us to Jesus Christ, the living Word and center of our faith; 
and 
 

WHEREAS in reading the Bible we are invited into a relationship with God that both 
challenges us and promises us new life; and 
  

WHEREAS ELCA members see the written Word as a source of hope, healing and 
reconciliation for all of God’s creation; and  
 

WHEREAS the Bible is often cited by politicians and religious leaders advocating 
unconditional support for occupation policies and anti-Palestinian behavior by the state of 
Israel; and 
 

WHEREAS such biblical citations are rooted in a rapture theology which provides the basis 
for the Christian Zionist view that the world is an evil place and that Christ will return to 
punish evildoers and rescue the righteous, according to a specific timeline of events in the 
Holy Land; and 
 

WHEREAS this Christian Zionist theology is influential in shaping U.S. policy in the Middle 
East and Christian Zionist’s claims can be misconstrued as speaking on behalf of all 
Christians; and 
 

WHEREAS Bishop Munib Younan of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the 
Holy Land has called Christian Zionism a “Christian heresy” and has asked Lutherans 
worldwide to reject it; and 
 

WHEREAS ELCA members in the La Crosse Area Synod are hearing a clear call to stand 
with Palestinian Lutherans who joined in preparing the Kairos Palestine document: “A 
Moment of Truth, a Word of Faith, Hope and Love from the Heart of Palestinian Suffering,” 
December, 2009; therefore be it  
 

RESOLVED that congregations of the La Crosse Area Synod are encouraged to study how 
Lutheran biblical theology can guide our advocacy for a just peace in the Middle East and to 
examine how Christian Zionism shapes the political debate surrounding the Israel/Palestine 
conflict. 
 
Submitted by the Synod Middle East Subcommittee 
 
SA12.06.08 R4 – Resolution to Examine Christian Zionism      MMSC 
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R5 – Resolution to Replace the LYO Bylaw (S.11.05.11) of the La Crosse Area Synod 
Constitution.  Connie Scharlau of the Reference & Counsel Committee read the “resolved” 
sections and discussion ensued with several coming to the mike, both “for” and “against.”  A 
typo was noted, first “Whereas” needed to add the word “Lutheran” when spelling out ELCA, 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.”  Vote taken with cards and passed to change 1C 
from “A youth representative from each of the four synod conferences,” to read “Two youth 
representatives from each….” 
 

RESOLUTION to REPLACE the LYO BYLAW (S.11.05.11) 
of the LA CROSSE AREA SYNOD CONSTITUTION 

 
WHEREAS the Churchwide Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has 
acted to dissolve the Lutheran Youth Organization in its current form at the Churchwide 
expression; and  
 

WHEREAS the La Crosse Area Synod continues to strive to be a synod where youth are fully 
included, where their unique spiritual gifts are freely shared, nurtured and applied, and where 
concerns relevant to each new generation of youth are intentionally addressed; therefore be it    
 

RESOLVED that the present bylaw S.11.05.11 be removed from the constitution of the La 
Crosse Area Synod; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED that the following bylaw S.11.05.11 be added to the constitution of the La Crosse 
Area Synod: 
 

S.11.05.11 There shall be a LYLE Advisory Team whose purpose shall be to assist 
congregations in strengthening the faith of youth through education, fellowship, service and 
witness, empowering youth to be Lutheran Youth Leading Evangelism, and nurturing an 
environment where concerns relevant to each new generation of youth are intentionally 
addressed. 
 

1) The LYLE Advisory Team shall consist of the following: 
a) One clergy representative from each of the four synod conferences elected by the Synod 

Assembly for a two year term,  
b) One lay representative from each of the four synod conferences elected by the Synod 

Assembly for a two year term, 
c) Two 9th through 12th grade youth representatives from each of the four synod 

conferences, recruited and appointed annually by the LYLE Advisory Team, 
d) A representative of the Synod Office assigned by the Bishop.        

 

2) The LYLE Advisory Team shall meet as a whole at least twice a year.  
 

3) The Advisory Team shall sponsor and have oversight responsibility for fellowship, service, 
and educational events for youth and adults.  The Advisory Team may appoint groups to 
carry out these events. Programs will include but are not limited to the following: 
a)  Confirmation events that allow youth the opportunity to experience the ministries of the     

larger church. 
b) An annual high school youth opportunity to gather for education, vocational exploration, 

fellowship, worship, service, and witness. 
c) Helping to coordinate synod involvement in Churchwide youth events. 
d) Training for Pastors/Youth Leaders that educates and equips them to be examples and 

guides in leadership and to engage youth in conversations of vocation (including youth 
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work, rostered ministry, and participation in service ministries such as Young Adults in 
Global Mission and the Lutheran Volunteer Corps).  

Maintaining networks of education and support within Youth Ministry for paid and volunteer 
leaders. 
 
SA12.06.09 R5 – Resolution to Replace the LYO Bylaw (S.11.05.11) of the La Crosse Area 
Synod Constitution           MMSC 
 
R6 – Resolution to Change the Synod Assembly Dates for One Year 

 
RESOLUTION to CHANGE the SYNOD ASSEMBLY DATES for ONE YEAR 
 
WHEREAS the La Crosse Area Synod is building on the theme Generous Love-Generous 
Lives over the two year period of 2012-2013; and  
 
WHEREAS the Synod Assembly Planning and the Mission Support Committees of the 
Synod believe that Dr. Anthony Campolo is the best possible speaker to bring this emphasis 
to its implementation in the lives of the members and congregations of this Synod; and 
 
WHEREAS these committees believe Dr. Campolo to be the best possible speaker to 
connect the synod’s understanding of God’s Generous Love with members of the greater 
community; and 
WHEREAS Dr. Campolo is not available to be with the La Crosse Area Synod in May or 
June of 2013, and 
 
WHEREAS the 2013 Synod Assembly cannot be held at Luther College, necessitating 
changes in location, therefore be it    
 
RESOLVED that the La Crosse Area Synod meet in Assembly on April 26, 27, and 28, 
2013, in venues within the Synod. 
 
SA12.06.10 R6 – Resolution to Change the Synod Assembly Dates for One Year MMSC 
 
Cheryl Mader gave announcements for lunch and plenary closed with song by Mark Mummert 
and prayer by Pr. Liz Albertson, North Conference Dean. 
 
 
PLENARY SESSION FIVE – Center for Faith and Life 
1 p.m. - Session convened by song with Mark Mummert and prayer by Pr. Wendy Ruetten, East 
Conference Dean. 
 
Report of the Registrar given by Cheryl Mader: 
69 pastors present, 131 lay persons for a total of 200 voting members; and 27 visitors/guests 
 
REPORT OF ELECTIONS – Mike Schnitizius 
Final results of the 2012 ballot were as follows:   
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2012 BALLOT ‐‐ LACROSSE AREA SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
 

SYNOD‐WIDE NOMINATIONS: 
 

Synod Council Secretary, (term to 2016):  VOTE FOR ONE 
187 votes ‐ Michael Schnitzius, Journey, Holmen  
 

Discipline Committee, lay (term to 2018):  VOTE FOR TWO 
145 votes ‐ Roger Nelson, East Lemonweir, New Lisbon  
99 votes ‐ Paul Ulland, Prince of Peace, La Crescent, Minn.  
81 votes  – Karen Olson, Bethany, Mauston 
 

Discipline Committee, clergy (term to 2018): VOTE FOR ONE 
165 votes ‐ Rev. Liz Albertson, North Beaver Creek, Ettrick  
 

AT‐LARGE NOMINATIONS TO FAITH AND LIFE COMMITTEES:  (Under our bylaws each Faith and 
Life Committee has one clergy and one lay person from each conference and shall have two to four additional 
lay people at‐large, no particular conference.  The at‐large nominations for Faith and Life Committees are 
separate from conference nominations.)   
 

Evangelism and Outreach Committee, lay (term to 2015): VOTE FOR ONE 
86 votes – Dennis Glaman, Trinity, Sparta 
52 votes – Tom Jones, Holmen, Holmen 
35 votes – Dustin Bagstad, St. Paul, La Crosse  
 
 

CONFERENCE NOMINATIONS 
NORTH CONFERENCE:  
Synod Council, lay male (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
191 votes ‐ Doug Myhre, Journey, Holmen (incumbent) 
 

Church in Society Committee, clergy (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
190 votes ‐ Rev. John Ashland, South Beaver Creek/Hardies Creek, Ettrick 
 
Consultation Committee, clergy (term to 2018): VOTE FOR ONE 
191 votes ‐ Rev. Dana Jackson, Mt. Calvary, Trempealeau/Tamarack, Arcadia 
 

Evangelism and Outreach Committee, clergy (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
190 votes ‐ Pastor Bryant Haney, Zion, Galesville 
 
Evangelism and Outreach Committee, lay (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
191 votes ‐ Wayne Lebakken, French Creek, Ettrick 
 
Lutheran Youth Leading Evangelism (LYLE) Adult Team Advisor (term to 2014): VOTE FOR ONE 
189 votes ‐  Matt Iverson, Holmen Lutheran 
 

Mission Support Committee, clergy, (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
189 votes ‐ Pastor Vern Skarstad, Bells Coulee, Bangor 
 
2013 Church Wide at Large Voting Member, male clergy: VOTE FOR ONE 
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155 votes ‐  Pastor Steve Meyer, Journey, Holmen 
31 votes ‐ Pastor John Ashland, South Beaver Creek/Hardies Creek, Ettrick 
 

2013 Church Wide Assembly Conference Voting Member, lay female: VOTE FOR ONE 
160 votes ‐ Leah Wisnewski, Journey, Holmen 
29 votes ‐ Barb Reithel, Journey, Holmen 

 
SOUTH CONFERENCE:  
 Synod Council, lay female (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
189 votes ‐ Lynn Joholski, Middle Coon Valley, Chaseburg  
 

Consultation Committee, lay (term to 2018):  VOTE FOR ONE   
 188 votes - Daryl Brye, Coon Valley, Coon Valley 
 

Lutheran Youth Leading Evangelism (LYLE) Adult Team Advisor (term to 2014): VOTE FOR ONE 
183 votes ‐ Ben Natzke, Immanuel, Viroqua 
 

2013 Church Wide Assembly Voting Member, lay male:  VOTE FOR ONE 
107 votes – Jim Armstrong, St. Peter Evangelical, Prairie du Chien 
74 votes – Peter Kirkegaard, Mt. Sterling, Mt. Sterling 

 
EAST CONFERENCE:   
Synod Council, lay female (term to 2015):  VOTE FOR ONE 
188 votes ‐ Sandra Zenor, Woodland, Rome 
 

 

Consultation Committee, clergy (term to 2018): VOTE FOR ONE 
186 votes ‐ Rev. Cheryl Fleckenstein, Bethany, Mauston 
 

Lutheran Youth Leading Evangelism (LYLE) Adult Team Advisor, clergy (term to 2014): VOTE FOR ONE 
186 votes ‐ Rev. Cassie Sauter, Trinity, Sparta 
 
2013 Church Wide Assembly Voting Member, lay female: VOTE FOR ONE 
92 votes ‐ Linda Rapp, Woodland, Rome 
87 votes ‐ Joyce Dunbar, Grace, Elroy 
 

2013 Church Wide Assembly Voting Member, female clergy: VOTE FOR ONE 
111 votes ‐ Pr. Wendy Ruetten, Bethany/East Lemonweir, New Lisbon 
81 votes ‐ Pr. Cheryl Fleckenstein, Bethany, Mauston 
 

 2013 Church Wide Assembly At‐Large Young Adult Voting Member: VOTE FOR ONE 
70 votes ‐ David Kwiecien‐Cassatt, Woodland, Rome 
108 votes ‐ Adam Frei, Trinity, Sparta 

 
WEST CONFERENCE:  
Consultation Committee, lay (term to 2018):  VOTE FOR ONE   
 184 votes ‐ Bob Bendiksen, English, La Crosse 
 
Lutheran Youth Leading Evangelism (LYLE) Adult Team Advisor, clergy (term to 2014): VOTE FOR ONE 
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97 votes ‐ Pr. Lisa Shank, Bethel, La Crosse  
83 votes – Pr. Tom Meyer, St. Paul, La Crosse  
 
Mission Support Committee, lay:  VOTE FOR ONE 
186 votes ‐ Joann Novak, Immanuel, Caledonia 
 

Synod Council, lay male (term to 2015): VOTE FOR ONE 
186 votes ‐ James Howe, Prince of Peace, La Crescent 
 
Synod Council, lay female (term to 2015): VOTE FOR ONE 
186 votes ‐  Sharon Zimmerman, Bethel, La Crosse 
 

2013 Church Wide Assembly Voting Member, lay male: VOTE FOR ONE 
80 votes ‐ Kenneth Edward Nash, Good Shepherd, La Crosse 
98 votes ‐ Paul Ranum, Our Savior’s, West Salem 
 
Bishop reminded voting members of their responsibility to be available to report back to their 
congregations on synod assembly.   
 
CLOSING ANNOUNCEMENTS – Cheryl Mader 
2013 Synod Assembly – APRIL 26, 27, 28 -- in the La Crosse area, mark your calendars and watch for 
further info 
 
Assembly closed with sending Worship: 
 
Service of Holy Communion – Preacher: Pr.  Elly McHan, ELCA Missionary serving in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land 
Offering:  “Homes for Peru” project 
 
Submitted by Mike Schnitzius,  
Synod Secretary 
 
ACTIONS: 
 

SA12.06.01 Adopt Agenda  
SA12.06.02 Adopt the rules as printed in assembly book 
SA12.06.03 Adopt Resolution 7 - Recognition and Reception of Journey Lutheran Church 
SA12.06.04 Adopt Resolution 2 – in Support of the ELCA Malaria Campaign 
SA12.06.05 Adopt Revised 2012 Synod Budget and Proposed 2013 Synod Budget  
SA12.06.06 Adopt Resolution 1 - Generous Love – Generous Lives 
SA12.06.07 Adopt Resolution 3 – in Support of the 11 x 15 Campaign for Safer  
 and Healthier Communities 
SA12.06.08 Adopt Resolution 4 - to Examine Christian Zionism  
SA12.06.09 Adopt Resolution 5 - to Replace the LYO Bylaw (S.11.05.11) of the La Crosse  
 Area Synod Constitution 
SA12.06.10 Adopt Resolution 6 - to Change the Synod Assembly Dates for One Year 
 
 
MMSC = Motion Moved, Seconded and Carried 
MMS = Motion comes Moved and Seconded  


