
 

Biographical Information - Rev. Felix Malpica 
 

1. Name: Rev. Felix Javier Malpica 
  
2. Current Position:  Pastor - Faith Lutheran Church, Janesville, WI (2017-) 

  
3. Congregation Membership:  Faith Lutheran Church is an ELCA congregation of about 600 on 

the west side of Janesville, WI. We have a daycare that serves 70 families and two district 
classrooms of P4J, a senior housing corporation with 12 units on the property, and an 
endowment foundation. I serve as the Pastor of the church, head of staff, and supervisor for 
the Daycare, the Senior Housing, and the Endowment Foundation. 
  

Our mission is to be "People of God, Empowered by Word and Sacrament, Reaching out in 
Love." 

  
4. Date/Year of Birth:  11/07/1986 

  
5. Date/Year of Ordination:  04/05/2014 

  
6. Previous Positions: 

a. Living Lutheran: Writer (2019-present) 
b. Worship/Music Leader, Presenter and Workshop Leader (2003-present) 
c. Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church: Associate Pastor (2014-2017) 
d. Christ Lutheran Church: Director of Youth Ministries (2013-2014) 
e. Luther Seminary: Printing (2012-2013) 
f. Our Saviors Lutheran Church: Intern Pastor (2011-2012) 
g. Bethlehem Lutheran Church: Youth Minister (2009-2012) 
h. Sugar Creek Bible Camp: Counselor/ Day Camp Leader (2006-2009) 
i. Luther College: Coordinator of Global Music Outreach (2008-2009) 

  
7. Education and Earned Degrees (with institutions and years, most recent first): 

a. Luther Seminary: M.DIV (2013) 
b. Luther College: B.A. (2009) 

  
8. Please list up to five (5) current or past synodical or Churchwide activities that would inform 

your service as Bishop of the La Crosse Area Synod. 
a. Churchwide Assembly Voting Member (2019) 
b. Institute of Liturgical Studies Council Member (2017-present) 
c. Bishop Election Taskforce: South-Central Synod of Wisconsin (2019-20) 
d. “All Creation Sings” Hymnal: supplement project team and Hymnody work group 

(2018-2019) 
e. ELCA Churchwide Mission Formation Visioning Consultation (2019) 

  
9. List of up to five (5) current or past community-related activities that would inform your 

service as Bishop of this Synod. 
a. Immigrant Support Network (Leadership Group and Founding Member – 2019-

present) 



 

b. Evangelical Lutheran Education Association /ELCA Coaching Experiment (Pastoral 
Participant - 2019-20)  

c. Community Visioning (Community Leaders Interviewer - 2021) 
d. Wisconsin Council of Churches (Participant and leader in various events - 2017-

Present) 
e. Janesville Gazette (writer - 2017-present) 

  
10. What gifts would you bring to the office of Bishop of this Synod (200 words maximum)? 

a. Strategic Thinking 
I love the process of gathering large amounts of information, getting a full picture, and 
then connecting the dots in order to find a way forward. I love leading and 
participating in visioning processes. I am very excited to be able to share this gift on a 
synodical level. 

b. Questions 
The right question can make all the difference. It is important for me to take the time 
to listen carefully and make sure to ask questions first rather than attempting to come 
forward with answers. This gift will help me get to know the synod and lead it forward. 

c. Bridge Building 
As someone who has called many places home, is bi-lingual, and comfortable in many 
cultures, I have a unique ability to connect with a broad range of people. I also have an 
innate ability to make people feel safe, which then makes it possible to build 
relationships and trust quickly. I hope to be a conduit for the synod to connect in new 
and exciting ways. 

d. Creativity 
I love the creative process! Dreaming, testing, experimenting, and eventually having 
something new to experience. As Bishop, I hope to bring new ways of addressing the 
issues of the church. 

  
11. What do you see as the principal challenge this Synod will face in the next six (6) years, and 

how would you address it (200 words maximum)? 
a. The Church is in a very crucial moment in its life. The Church cannot continue to 

function the way it has, but it also does not yet know what it will be. The ramifications 
of many years of decline, an awakening of civil rights, and a post-pandemic reality have 
created a moment for the church either to respond or get left behind. If I were to 
become Bishop, I would be someone who can dream dreams, stay rooted in tradition, 
think strategically about forms and structures, construct and communicate direction 
clearly, and build bridges between people and communities.  
 

I believe that the synod can turn its biggest liability, many small congregations 
struggling to remain open, into its greatest asset. I dream of a time when we aren't 
competing against one another but rather see ourselves as a unified ministry. Why do 
we need to function as 70 self-sustainable congregations? How can we become a more 
interconnected web of support for one another? The ELCA has a theology and voice for 
which the country has a thirst. In many rooted communities working as one church, we 
can declare a Gospel of peace, love, and justice for all people through words and 
action. 
 

12. Describe your leadership style (200 words maximum). 



 

  
a. I am one who gives direction and vision, then provides support as necessary. I like to 

trust those I work with and give them the space and power to fulfill their jobs and roles 
to the best of their ability. If they need help or guidance, they know I have an open 
door policy and use it as necessary. They also know that I do not like to work in a silo. I 
am one who bounces ideas and expects ideas to change according to feedback. Staff 
and congregation members alike know that if they are in the office, I will be asking for 
their input and they know I will take it into account. We are a team, and it is important 
to strike that delicate balance of being an interconnected/interdependent network 
and yet differentiated individuals. 
 

13. What is the last book you read that had special significance for you? 
a. The Bible, not very unique for a pastor, but I find that I am continually moved, 

stretched, comforted, and strengthened by scripture. I will also mention two books 
that have helped to give words and context to some of my internal musings, “The Post-
Quarantine Church” and “The Art of Gathering.” 
 

14. What is your favorite movie and why? 
a. Independence Day (1996) 

It is a movie with a little bit of everything, but mostly because of the memories. My 
best friend and I went to the movies and saw it more times than I care to share. Every 
time I see it, I relive those moments of awe, joy, tension, friendship, laughter, thrills, 
and just plain old fun! 
 

15. What are your hobbies/interests? 
a. I love music! Whether it's singing, dancing, playing instruments, recording, or listening 

to live music; music feeds my soul.  
b. I love food! Experimenting with new things to cook, cooking with friends, hosting 

dinners, trying new restaurants, and even watching food shows on TV; there is 
something sacred for me every time we break bread.  

c. I love stories! Preaching, teaching, listening to podcasts, visiting with new friends, old 
friends, and even strangers; there is an endless wonder in life's many twists and turns. 
Any chance that I get to share these things with my wife, Jessica, and sons, Javier and 
Ruben, is a blessing and a joy. 
 

16. What else would you like to share with us (100 words maximum)? 
a. I see my calling as Bishop as one to... 

- seek out the gifts each congregation has to offer, 
- build bridges between communities and imagine new ways to be church together, 
- inspire creativity and innovation while remaining rooted in the Gospel, and 
- care for the leaders of the Synod through the transformative power of Word and 
Sacrament. 


